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During this time of year, we turn our 

thoughts to gratitude and the good 

fortune we enjoy in life.  At A. Ward 

Spaulding School, we have a dedicated 

and skilled faculty and staff that create 

safe and productive learning 

environments that promote learning.  

Also, we are thankful for the resources 

available to our students in academic, 

social, and emotional realms.  Most 

recently, our library media center has 

been transformed with updated 

technology, furniture, over 1,000 fiction 

and non-fiction text, and beautiful 

painted murals of famous characters in 

children’s literature. Our students have 

an inviting space to engage in reading 

and research. 

 

We have enjoyed our partnership and 

dialogue with you through such 

structured venues as the Meet and Greet 

and Open House.  We look forward to our 

Show and Tell evening on November 6th.  

Our upcoming parent-teacher conferences 

(to be held on December 3-5) will give us 

a structured time to review and discuss 

the academic, emotional, and social 

progress of your children.  These 

conferences also allow for discussion of 

the quality programming offered at A. 

Ward Spaulding School and related 

interventions and supports available for 

all students to achieve at high levels.  A 

letter regarding how to sign-up for 

conferences will be sent home during this 

week. 

 

While we celebrate the academic 

achievements of our students, we also 

strive to create meaningful and 

purposeful relationships through our 

Spaulding Stars program.  This school 

climate program continues to unify our 

school community through the use of 

common language and skills regarding 

good decision-making, all emanating from 

the Positive Behavior and Intervention 

Supports framework (PBIS).  Indeed, how 

we communicate affects how we work and 

collaborate.  We are grateful to Cali 

McGinn, our PBIS Specialist, who has led 

this work with purpose and energy. 

 

Our good fortune also extends to honors 

that some of our colleagues have earned.  

Kris Pryce, our reading specialist and 

lead teacher, is being honored in 

December at the Teacher of the Year 

ceremony in Hartford as the 

representative of the Suffield Public 

Schools.  Similarly, Michele Urch is being 

honored in November at the Paraeducator 

of the Year ceremony in Cromwell.  Both 

of these individuals epitomize the 

talented, dedicated, and caring colleagues 

who impact Spaulding School. 

 

To be a part of this team at Spaulding is 

my good fortune, as I continue to enjoy 

working, learning, and laughing with 

students, faculty, staff, and families. We 

are better together! 

 

Wishing you a season of good will and 

health, 

It is not enough to 

simply teach children to 

read; we have to give 

them something worth 

reading.  

- Katherine Paterson  

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

No School 
Tuesday, November 4th  

Election Day 
 

BOE Meeting 
Wednesday, November 5th 

6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

SHS Media Center  

 

Show & Tell Open 

House, PTO Book Fair 

& AWS Ice Cream 

Social 
Thursday, November 6th 

Kindergarten and Grade 1  

5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 

Preschool and Grade 2  

6:30 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 
 

No School 
Tuesday, November 11th  

Veterans’ Day 
 

Sped PAC 
Wednesday, November 12th   

6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Suffield Middle School Cafe 
 

BOE Meeting 
Tuesday, November 18th 

6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

SMS Media Center  

 

Principal 

Conversations 
Wednesday, November 19th 

5:30 p.m. 

AWS Media Center  

 

Early Release 
Wednesday, November 26th 

1:00 

Thanksgiving Break 
 

No School 
Thursday, November 27th 

Friday, November 28th 

Thanksgiving Break 
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Our school is now participating in a daily breakfast program for students. 

What a wonderful, nutritious way to begin the school day!  The varied menu 

includes pancakes, bagels, yogurt, and other foods.  If your child qualifies for 

the free lunch program, he/she is also eligible for free breakfast.  Children 

who qualify for a reduced lunch price also quality for the reduced price of 30 

cents for breakfast.  Interested students should arrive to cafeteria A between 

8:10-8:25 to ensure prompt arrival to classrooms for learning.  Students eat 

breakfast in the cafeteria and do not bring food to classrooms. 
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Virtual 

Backpack 

http://www.suffield.org/sesvb 

2014-2015 District 

Calendar 

School Lunch Menus 

2014 - 2015 Special 

Services Tri-fold Flyer 

2014-2015 Suffield 

Elementary PTO 

Information 

2014 - 2015 Parent Letter 

about Enterovirus D68  

11/06/14 Show & Tell 

Open House 

Free Learn-to-Skate – Ice 

Hockey Program Just for 

Girls 

NCCC - Parent and 

Sibling Support Groups 

NCCC - Recreational 

Family Activity Group 

Calendar 

Parent Letter about Head 

Lice 

Park & Recreation 

Kindergarten Basketball  

Park & Recreation Mini 

Hoops Grade 1 & 2  

PTO Clothing Drive 11/3 - 

11/7  

School Lunch and 

Breakfast Payment 

Information 

November 2014 

Breakfast Program Growing at Spaulding  

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports 

(PBIS)  

At Spaulding School, we continue to teach, model, and celebrate the 

character traits of respect, responsibility, and kindness. Over the past several 

months, staff members have collaborated to develop explicit expectations for 

the settings and routines within our school.  We discussed the most 

important behaviors within each setting and then we rephrased the 

expectations so they were positively worded.  Our school community will be 

consistently using the same language to teach and remind students how they 

can show respect, responsibility, and kindness throughout the school day. If 

you would like to continue this meaningful work at home, consider 

collaborating as a family to create a matrix like the one below. Please share 

your ideas with us! 

Trick or Treat for Pets 

During the month of October, several staff 

members led by Mrs. Lonardo and students 

facilitated a Trick or Treats for Pets drive.  

They collected nearly ten full boxes of dog and 

cat food, among other pet supplies, to support 

the pet food pantry at the Newington Humane 

Society.  This organization is dedicated to 

companion animal welfare by enriching the 

lives of families and communities through 

adoption services, medical care, education, and 

prevention of cruelty.  We thank everyone for 

their contributions. 

  Getting  

up in the 

morning 

Getting 

to school 

Play 
Time 

Clean-up 

time 

Homework  

time 

Mealtime Getting 

ready for  

bed 

Respect               

Responsibility               

Kindness               

http://www.suffield.org/page.cfm?p=646
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Our library media center continues to 

be a busy and productive learning 

environment with lots of wonderful 

things going on!  Here are some 

highlights: 
 

Kindergarten: Our kindergarten 

friends have spent time looking at 

ABC books.  We have talked about 

the order of the letters, various letter 

sounds, and the organization of the 

book.  Students read books including 

My Name is Alice and Dog ABC’s.   

We are now focusing on fiction and 

nonfiction.  We have learned about 

the characteristics of fiction books, 

such as characters and setting along 

with elements of nonfiction, including 

photographs and information.  Our 

read alouds have included Bear’s 

Loose Tooth and Baby Bears. 
 

First grade: At first, our first 

graders learned about the parts of a 

book, focusing on author, illustrator, 

call number, spine, and barcode.  We 

also discussed the purpose of a 

summary on the back of a book.  Our 

read alouds included My Lucky Day 

and Diary of a Worm.  Students have 

been introduced to our new 

Chromebooks and the database 

PebbleGo and have experienced the 

navigation of our database to search 

for information. 
  

Second grade: After a review of the 

parts of a book, our second graders 

worked to understand the 

alphabetical order of a call number 

and its location in our library.  

Students read books including My 

Lucky Day and Tops and Bottoms.  

Students then moved into a 

discussion of nonfiction with a focus 

on Space.  We read a book called Our 

Solar System and explored using 

PebbleGo.  Students then began 

working on a mission for NASA: to 

identify the planet an astronaut crash 

landed on using given clues and the 

database PebbleGo. Students have 

been researching, taking notes, and 

analyzing their information to solve 

the mystery. 
 

Please remember that if your child 

forgets their library book(s) on their 

identified library day, they are always 

welcome to come the next day to 

return and pick new ones!  If you are 

interested in volunteering, please 

email Shannon Insero, our library 

media specialist, at 

sinsero@suffield.org. 
 

Book Suggestions… 

The Little Old Lady Who Was Not 

Afraid of Anything by Linda Williams

- An excellent book with sound effects 

to go along with the story! 
 

Fletcher and the Falling Leaves by 

Julia Rawlinson – Fletcher works to 

take good care of his friend, a tree, as 

it changes with the season of fall.  A 

book with a great message and 

beautiful artwork!  

Happenings in our Library Media Center Spaulding 

Principal 

Conversations 

An opportunity for 

parents to : 

 Meet with 

Principal Scott P. 

Dunn 

 Hear about the 

latest school and 

district initiatives 

 Discuss important 

events 

 Solidify the home-

school connection 

that is so 

important to the 

success of our 

students.   

Please join us for 

our next 

meetings: 
 

Wed., November 19th 

5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

 

Wed., February 4th 

5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

 

Tues., May 12th 

5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

 

Spaulding Library 

Media Center 

Bus Transportation  
We continue to partner with M&J Bus Company in the safe 

transport of our Spaulding Stars.  Our district personnel 

makes decisions about routes and other related matters, in 

collaboration and consultation with the bus company.  Our 

Central Office administration will assist you in any 

questions or concerns you have. Please contact them directly 

at 860-668-3800. 

mailto:sinsero@suffield.org
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The Nurse’s Corner  

Suffield Public Schools is seeking licensed R.N.’s for substitute nursing positions.  

Please contact Kathy Carney in Human Resources, if interested. 860-668-3802. 

Spaulding Student Shines with Kindness! 

Hannah Pixton, a first grade student at A. Ward Spaulding School, demonstrated her 

shining kindness when facilitating a lemonade stand with all of the profits dedicated to 

supplies that teachers need.  Her Lemonade for Learning stand not only raised $100.00 for 

school supplies but also raised community awareness of the importance of kindness, one of 

the traits of our character education program, STARS.  Of her efforts, Hannah commented 

I did this because I wanted to help the teachers. I like helping people.  We thank Hannah 

and all of our Spaulding Stars for their kind efforts towards one another.  

If you see a missed phone call from Spaulding School, please check your voicemail for information prior to 

contacting the school, as it helps to reduce classroom interruptions and maximizes your child's valuable 

time in the classroom. 
 

Please continue to park your vehicle in the parking lot.  Our front circles are fire zones and we need to 

keep them clear to maintain a safe school environment.  Thank you for your cooperation! 

Friendly Reminders 

Bus Driver Appreciation  

Recently Spaulding School honored its bus driver 

colleagues on Bus Driver Appreciation Day.  Members of 

the PTO provided a wonderful breakfast and gifts for 

our colleagues who provide safety and security for our 

young friends while on the bus.  Each driver received 

mums as a token of gratitude for their efforts.  We thank 

these people for their responsibility and kindness. 

The Suffield Public Schools continues to partner with parents in the sharing of important information. 

Head lice are often a fact of life for school-aged children and while inconvenient, it causes no medical harm 

and can be effectively treated.  

Our staff is aware of the need to watch for signs and symptoms of head lice, such as 

frequent head scratching.  Parents may help by watching for those same signs and 

by screening carefully at home whenever those symptoms are present.  When those 

symptoms are observed in school, students are referred to the nurse for private 

screening.  The nurse will contact parents to ensure appropriate treatment is 

implemented.  Preventing further transmission when a case is identified requires the cooperation and 

active response of all teachers, parents, and students.  That active response includes becoming informed, 

immediate communication with the school nurse when a student is diagnosed with an active case (even if 

the child has already been treated), and respect for the privacy of those who may have become infested. 


