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When we think back to our 

elementary school days, no doubt each 

of us remembers one particular 

teacher with fondness. Teachers who 

truly care for and remain committed 

to their students and their learning 

have a profound effect on students’ 

lives. For me, that teacher was Diane 

Davis, my second grade teacher at 

Strong School in Southington, 

Connecticut. Mrs. Davis was creative, 

loving, and supportive. I still recall 

her exciting lessons from long ago: 

examining bugs in the school forest, 

watching chickens hatch in our class 

incubator, and acting out plays. Mrs. 

Davis instilled in me a love of 

learning and she led by example. Her 

kind demeanor and positive energy 

were a magnet for me and my 

classmates. She was my inspiration to 

be a teacher. Mrs. Davis and I 

remained in close contact after that 

memorable year, culminating with 

dancing together at my wedding 

before her death. She continues to 

inspire me, and I miss her. 

I share this memory with you as we 

enter Teacher Appreciation Week, 

May 5-9, 2014. Teachers like Diane 

Davis are the people who educate the 

youth of society who in turn become 

leaders of the next generation of 

people. Their contributions, large and 

small, make an indelible impact on 

children and their success. A 2012 

study completed by the RAND 

Corporation found that teachers 

matter more to student achievement 

than any other aspect of schooling. 

When it comes to student performance 

on reading and math rests, a teacher 

is estimated to have two to three times 

the impact of any 

other school factor. 

At A. Ward 

Spaulding School, 

we are fortunate 

to have a wealth of 

educators whose 

skill, dedication, 

and sincere love 

for children and 

their learning make such an impact. 

Our teachers create a safe, nurturing, 

and respectful learning environment 

where they are encouraged to take 

risks, focus on the “how” and “why” of 

learning, and realize their full 

potential. Every day I bear witness to 

the meaningful relationships that our 

teachers and students share. They 

care about each other. Indeed, we are 

fortunate at A. Ward Spaulding 

School. 

As we enter Teacher Appreciation 

Week, I am reminded of the 

meaningful role they play in the lives 

of your children. Ther partnership 

that we share with you is an 

important one, and I thank you for 

your contributions, as well. 

Teachers have three 

loves: love of learning, 

love of learners, and the 

love of bringing the first 

two loves together. - 

Scott Hayden 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

PTO Clothing Drive 
Tuesday May 5th -  

Friday May 9th 

 

Spaulding’s Principal 

Conversations 
Tuesday, May 6th 

8:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. 

Spaulding Media Center 
 

BOE Meeting 
Tuesday, May 6th 

6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

SHS Media Center  
 

PE Night / Ice Cream 

Social / Spring Book 

Fair 
Wednesday, May 7th 

6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
 

PMC Kids Bike Ride 
Saturday, May 10th 

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

McAlister Intermediate 
 

SPED PAC 
Tuesday, May 13th 

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

McAlister Portable 4 
 

Early Release 
Tuesday, May 13th 

1:00 p.m. 

Professional Development 
 

Spring Fitness Day 
Saturday, May 17th 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Spaulding Gymnasium 
 

BOE Meeting 
Tuesday, May 20th 

6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

SHS Media Center 
 

No School 
Monday, May 26th 

Memorial Day 

A Message From The Principal 

A. Ward Spaulding School  
May 2014 

Volume 1 Issue 7 Page 1 

Scott P. Dunn 

http://www.suffield.org/page.cfm?id=579&start=10/24/2013&verbose=70456
http://www.suffield.org/page.cfm?id=579&start=10/24/2013&verbose=70456


 

Our Spaulding Families collected over 11,000 Box Tops for Education this 

year! Thank you to everyone who supported this annual event. Since 1996, 

the Box Tops for Education program has helped schools across America earn 

cash for desired school materials. The following classrooms won an extra 

recess with Mr. Dunn for collecting the most Box Tops this year: 

Preschool                  Mrs. Boscarino 

Kindergarten            Mrs. Reinhard 

Grade 1                      Mrs. Goldstein 

Grade 2                      Mrs. Leahey 
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Virtual 

Backpack 

http://www.suffield.org/sesvb 

2013-2014 School 

Calendar 

2014 - 2015 District 

Calendar 

School Lunch Menus 

Spaulding Before and 

After School Program for 

Grades K-5 

Suffield PMC Kids Bike 

Ride - May 10, 2014 - 

Jimmy Fund benefit  

Summer Camps and 

Recreational Activities for 

Children with Special 

Needs  

College for Kids at 

Westfield State University 

Community Farm of 

Simsbury Summer 

Programs 

Cub Scout 66 2nd Annual 

Tag Sale - May 31, 2014  

Jets Youth Football and 

Cheerleading Registration  

North Central Community 

Collaborative Support 

Groups  

Online Auction - Suffield 

Foundation for Excellent 

Schools  

Park & Rec Spring 

Brochure 

PTO Clothing Drive at 

AWS May 5 - May 9  

PTO Help Wanted 2014-

2015 

May 2014 

Spaulding Stars: LUNCH TICKET 

March 27th, 2014 was a 

special day at A. Ward 

Spaulding School, as our 

1,000 STAR lunch ticket was 

awarded. Jacob Turgeon, a 

first grade student in Mrs. 

Lyver’s classroom, was the 

student to earn the 1,000th 

ticket this school year for 

respectful, responsible, and 

kind behavior in the 

cafeteria. Our Spaulding 

STARS program has focused 

on the identification and 

celebration of good student 

decision-making in a variety 

of school settings this year, 

including the cafeteria. We congratulate Jacob on 

his shining efforts and role model behavior. 

BOX TOPS COLLECTION A SHINING SUCCESS 

HATS OFF TO SPAULDING SPIRIT 

Many friends at Spaulding were seen 

in various hats on April 11th as one of 

our monthly Spirit Days during this 

school year. In this picture, Mrs. Blais, 

kindergarten teacher, poses with her 

students Evangelina Plano, Kathyrn 

Tini, and Samantha Markowski. 
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It is not easy being a first grader. There are trees to climb, puddles to float sticks in, 

training wheels to shed, wiggly teeth to dislodge, and shoes to tie. Then, there is their 

work every day at Spaulding School where they read in their small groups, craft 

pieces during their Writer’s Workshop, work on adding and subtracting, and so much 

more. And, on top of that, one class at Spaulding School recently embarked on a 

Reader’s Theater production performed for parents and guests on March 27th. 

Reader’s Theater is a technique for children to practice their reading skills and  build 

their fluency, all presented within a dramatic framework.   

The children in Mrs. Wolcott’s class ventured forward in this endeavor with great enthusiasm. Mrs. 

Wolcott wrote the scripts, and then the students auditioned for their roles, reading lines for their peers 

and teachers until the best fit was found for each student. The children were involved in each step of the 

process which started with 

reading their lines and perfecting 

their delivery.  At the same time, 

there were sets to paint, 

programs to design, playbills to 

write, and stage fright to 

overcome. The children practiced 

their pieces, and when asked 

about the process including the 

dress rehearsal, Rowena 

O’Sullivan reflected that she was 

“a little scared at first, but Bryce 

helped me not to be so scared.  We 

nailed it and I felt so proud.” 

And, when the curtain came up, these first graders stepped forward with great finesse and the audience 

was a sea of smiles. The children performed several poems for two voices and two short plays in which 

some of the children assumed the roles of famous authors of children’s books, including Dr. Seuss and Eric 

Carle. And, for one lovely afternoon after the doldrums of winter, these children lifted everyone’s spirits, 

once again proving that the pen is mightier than the sword! 

A SHINING PERFORMANCE BY MRS. WOLCOTT’S CLASS 

GOOD LUCK RETIREES - WE WILL MISS YOU! 

We announce the retirement of our following colleagues who have impacted Spaulding School in 

immeasurable ways. We wish them well as they begin another exciting chapter in their lives. 

Joan Heffernan, Library Media (June 2014) 

Cindy Nicholson, Physical Education (June 2014) 

Martha Wassall, Kindergarten (June 2014) 

Pam Martin, Math Specialist (June 2014)  

Janice DiRoberts, Kindergarten  

(retired in December) 
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Go Falcons! Go Suffield! 

On Sunday, March 23, 2014, A. Ward Spaulding and 

McAlister Intermediate schools united to display 

their school spirit at the Springfield Falcons ice 

hockey game against the St. John’s Ice Caps. Over 

three hundred students and parents came together 

dressed in their Suffield attire to watch this intense 

game which ended with the Ice Caps winning 5-4.  

The large amount of Suffield blue in the crowd was 

an overwhelming sight for principals and teachers. 

This was the first event where both schools were 

provided an opportunity to join together outside of 

the school setting, and everyone had a great time 

laughing, eating popcorn, and watching the game with friends. Based on 

feedback, many families want to participate in this event again in the 

future. Spaulding and McAlister schools thank the generous and dedicated 

PTO for all of their help and support in planning such a special event! 

Our fundraiser held during conferences in March was widely successful, earning 

over $900 deposited into the student activities account at Spaulding. This money 

is to be solely used to fund our STARS program in which students’ respectful, 

responsible, and kind actions are identified and celebrated. Necessary expenses 

for the program include certificate paper and prizes. 
 

Madelyn Eckley, a first grader in Mrs. Godfrey’s class, was the fortunate student 

whose ticket was randomly chosen. Madelyn enjoyed 

being the principal, remaining busy with many tasks. 

She said the morning announcements on the loud 

speaker, assisted with birthday celebrations, and 

attended a meeting with Superintendent Baldwin to 

share her thoughts and ideas relative to Spaulding 

School. Additionally, she assisted students in signing 

the Star Book of Fame and ate lunch in “her” office 

with Mr. Dunn and three friends. She enjoyed an 

extra recess, announced the Spaulding Star Wall of Fame winners, and chose a 

prize from the famous Spaulding Star chest. Everyone enjoyed having Principal 

Eckley as the school’s leader. One student commented Madelyn was a star 

principal because she is nice to everyone. Madelyn enjoyed the week, sharing I 

had a lot of fun and it was a lot of work being the principal! 
 

The Spaulding School community is grateful to everyone who made a 

contribution to this fundraiser. The STARS program continues to thrive due to 

the enthusiastic and consistent support of our Spaulding families, staff, and 

students. Thank you! 

SPAULDING PRINCIPAL MADELYN ECKLEY  

BUSY ON THE JOB! 

Madelyn Eckley holds her 

ticket that was chosen out 

of the STAR box to become 

Spaulding’s Principal for a 

Week.  

Principal Eckley signs 

important documents in 

her office as part of her 

job.  



 

 
Spaulding 

Principal 

Conversations 

An opportunity for 

parents to : 

 Meet with 

Principal Scott P. 

Dunn 

 Hear about the 

latest school and 

district initiatives 

 Discuss important 

events 

 Solidify the home-

school connection 

that is so 

important to the 

success of our 

students.   

Please join us for 

our next meeting: 

Tuesday, May 6th 

8:15 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. 

 

Spaulding Library 

Media Center 
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What motivates you 

to be in education? 
 

I think it is a 

combination of my love 

for learning and my love 

for children.  

What is your 

favorite part of the 

school day? 
 

It has to be greeting the 

students when they 

arrive in the morning.   

What does 

Spaulding Stars 

mean to you? 
 

I think Spaulding 

School is a shining star 

because it has such 

caring people who all 

take a vested interest in 

the students' well-

being.   

May Theme:  
 

Open 

Conversation: 

Questions and 

Answers 

May 2014 

A reminder that Spaulding School has an early release for teacher 

professional development on Tuesday, May 13th. Dismissal is at 1:00 p.m. 

The last day of school is Friday, June 13th.  It is an early release day 

and dismissal is at 1:00 p.m. 

Friendly Reminders 

 

 

Jaimi Cavanaugh 
 

Preschool paraprofessional 
 

 7 years in education 

What motivates you 

to be in education? 
 

I love to build 

relationships with 

students and seeing 

them succeed. 

What is your 

favorite part of the 

school day? 
 

I enjoy choice time when 

students show their 

personality. 

What does 

Spaulding Stars 

mean to you? 
 

The students and staff 

are always friendly with 

a smiling face. 

 

Kelly Colangelo  
 

Permanent Long-Term Substitute 
 

 6 years in education 


