
 

 
260 Mountain Road | Suffield, CT 06078 | 860-668-3830 | http://www.suffield.org 

Dear McAlister 

Families, 

What an exciting 

month we have had 

here at McAlister!  We 

started our year off 

with greeting just 

about five hundred 

students on a warm, 

sunny morning back 

on August 27th.  On 

that first day, 

everyone got to know 

their classmates and 

then participated in 

our traditional 

“Around the Flagpole” 

assembly.  This 

tradition is a 

wonderful way to 

bring our school 

community together 

and to start off the 

year! 

At that assembly, we 

discussed our goals 

and all of the fun that 

lies ahead--whether it 

be daily classroom 

instruction, 

collaborative learning 

projects, or special 

events.  We also 

discussed our mantra 

that embodies 

everything we do here 

at McAlister and what 

it means to our 

students--You can do 

it, I believe in you, and 

I will help you.  That 

mantra illustrates and 

expresses the high 

expectations we have 

for all students as well 

as the caring 

responsibility that we, 

as adults, have to help 

all students learn at 

high levels.   

Earlier this month we 

also had our Picture 

Day as well as our 

Parent Open House. 

Both of these events 

went incredibly well. 

On Picture Day we 

had our first ever, 

class photos taken 

outside, with our 

school in the 

background. We are 

grateful to the many 

PTO volunteers that 

made this day run 

smoothly and 

efficiently and that 

provided us with 

several 

chrysthanthemums to 

beautifully dress the 

class photos. We look 

forward to the results 

of this year’s Picture 

Day!  Please know 

that if your child was 

absent on that day, 

that Picture MakeUp 

Day is on Tuesday, 

October 22, 2013. If 

you need additional 

picture order forms, 

just call or have your 

child come to the Main 

Office, as we still have 

plenty on hand. 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

Partnering with 

Parents 

Tue. October 1st 

7:45 a.m. - 8:15 a.m. or 

5:45 p.m. -  6:15 p.m.  
 

T. G. I. S. 

Sat. October 5th 

Grades 3 - 6  

3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 

SPED PAC 

Tues. October 8th 

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
 

Open House 

and Book Fair 

Tues. October 8th 

6:00 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. 
 

No School 

Mon. October 14th 

Columbus Day 
 

Picture Retakes 

Tues. October 22nd 
 

Early Dismissal 

Tues. October 22nd 

1:00 p.m. 

Professional Development 

A Message From The Principal 

“It is the supreme art 

of the teacher to 

awaken joy in 

creative expression 

and knowledge.” 

Albert Einstein  
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Virtual 

Backpack 
 

http://www.suffield.org/misvb 

 

2013-2014 School 

Calendar 

School Lunch Menus 

2013 2014 McAlister 

Family Handbook 

Active Parenting Now 

Program 

Travel Basketball 

Tryouts 

Spaulding Before and 

After School Program 

for grades K - 5 

Funky Foot's Milers 

Club 

T. G. I. S. Snack, 

Dinner, Movies + MORE!! 

- Grades 3 - 6 

Partnering with 

Parents 

Warriors Wrestling 

Club 

On September 10th 

we held our Parent 

Open House.  This 

was a fun and busy 

evening with an 

impressive turnout.  

The evening was filled 

with learning about 

school and district 

initiatives as well as 

daily classroom 

learning experiences.  

We shared our 

continuing efforts 

with aligning our 

curriculum to the 

Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS) and 

further embracing 

technology and digital 

learning. We also 

reaffirmed our 

partnership with 

parents. Through this 

partnership, we will 

work to provide 

children with the 

experiences and 

support they need to 

grow and learn 

academically, socially, 

and emotionally in an 

environment focused 

on The McAlister Way 

of caring, fairness, 

responsibility, respect, 

trustworthiness and 

citizenship.   

We look forward to 

our “Show and Tell” 

Open House and Book 

Fair (both will be held 

on Tuesday, October 

8), where we invite 

both children and 

their parents in to see 

examples of their 

children’s learning 

and other classroom 

activities.  Again, both 

the Book Fair and  

Open House will be on 

Tuesday, October 8, 

with the Open House 

running from 6:00 to 

7:15 P.M. and the 

Book Fair 

running 

from 6:00 to 

7:45 P.M.  

We hope to 

see all of 

our families 

on this 

enjoyable 

evening! 

Finally, during the 

month of September, 

we have been working 

to have 100% of our 

families use the 

secure InfoSnap 

portal in order to 

document all of their 

child’s demographic 

and emergency 

contact information.  

If you haven’t already 

done so, please be sure 

to use the logon 

information that you 

received from our 

superintendent, 

Karen Baldwin, to 

complete all of your 

child’s important 

information by 

October 18.  If you 

need any assistance, 

please call McAlister’s 

Main Office at 860-

668-3830. 

As always, we look 

forward to the year 

that lies ahead and to 

strengthening the 

positive partnership 

between the 

entire school 

community--

students, parents, 

guardians, 

teachers and 

administrators! 

These 

partnerships 

uplift us all and 

create an environment 

where all students can 

reach their potential. 

Remember, at 

McAlister we all 

embrace the following: 

You can do this, I 

believe in you, and I 

will help you!  

Warm regards, 

Karen E. Carpenter-

Snow 
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A Message From The Principal Continued 



 

 

The month of 

September has been 

very busy at 

McAlister! In 

addition to the start 

of the school year, we 

have also made great 

strides in working 

with both our 

students and staff on 

The McAlister Way. 

The McAlister Way is 

our character 

education program 

that embraces both 

the 6 Pillars of 

Character--caring, 

fairness, 

responsibility, 

respect, 

trustworthiness and 

citizenship-- and the 

teachings from Carol 

McCloud’s books 

entitled, Have You 

Filled a Bucket 

Today and Growing 

Up With a Bucket 

Full of Happiness.  

McCloud’s books 

focus on the concept 

that our buckets are 

filled when we do 

things that are kind, 

considerate, caring 

and respectful.  The 

books also teach us 

that  when we are 

mean, inconsiderate, 

uncaring or 

disrespectful, we can 

dip into people’s 

buckets and remove 

those good feelings.  

The good news is, is 

that we can put a lid 

on our bucket and 

protect all the good 

thoughts from being 

drained out, and we 

can do many things 

to fill our own 

bucket. Activities 

such as helping 

others, working hard 

to accomplish a goal, 

paying someone a 

sincere compliment, 

being courteous, even 

getting physical 

activity fill our own 

buckets and may 

even fill someone 

else's bucket in the 

process. 

In early September, 

every student 

participated in a 

small assembly (no 

more than 90 

students at a time) to 

kick off The 

McAlister Way. In 

those assemblies, 

students learned how 

we each have the 

power to make our 

school a great place 

to come and learn 

each day. 

Throughout the year 

students will 

continue to learn 

about The McAlister 

Way and we will 

celebrate our 

successes together. 

This learning will 

take place during 

morning and class 

meetings, in special 

assemblies and 

whole school 

programming, as 

well as naturally--

when teachable 

moments occur 

during the typical 

school day. Through  

this type of wide-

learning approach, 

we hope that all our 

students have both 

positive and 

meaningful 

experiences at 

school. 
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The McAlister Way 

Partnering 

With 

Parents 
An opportunity for 

parents to : 

 Meet with the 

principal, Karen 

Carpenter-Snow, 

and the assistant 

principal, Jack 

Ferraro  

 Hear about the 

latest school and 

district initiatives 

 Discuss important 

events 

 Solidify the home-

school connection 

that is so important 

to the success of our 

students.   

Please join us for 

our next meeting: 

Tuesday, October 1, 

7:45 a.m. - 8:15 a.m.  

or 

5:45 p.m. -  6:15 p.m.  



Partnerin

g 

With 

Parents 
An opportunity for 

parents to : 

 Meet with 

Karen 

Carpenter-Snow 

 Hear about the 

latest school 

and district 

initiatives 

 Discuss 

important 

events 

 Solidify the 

home-school 

connection that 

is so vitally 

important to the 

success of our 

students.   

Please join us for 

our next meeting: 
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What motivates 

you to be in 

education? 

 

My father is a special 

education teacher at 

Enfield High.  He loves 

teaching and he was a 

great role model.  I love 

coming to work with my 

students and staff.  I've 

always wanted to be a 

teacher and I feel 

extremely lucky to have 

a job that I love. 

What is your 

favorite part of the 

school day? 

 

I like co-teaching in the 

classrooms and  

working with small 

groups of students.  I 

enjoys seeing students 

make the connections. 

It's great to see the 

lightbulb go off and 

watch kids connect their 

new learning to 

previously acquired 

learning and 

experiences. 

What does The 

McAlister Way 

mean to you? 

 

It is a creative way to 

make positive behavior 

support something 

meaningful to kids.  If 

kids can make a 

connection to their day 

about being a positive 

person, it builds their 

understanding about 

doing the right thing. 

 

Mrs. Carly McKenney 

Fifth Grade Special Education Teacher  

This is her seventh year of teaching, including high school and 

middle school levels. 

 


